SYLLABUS

B.L. Gray Junior High
7th  Grade Science & Pre-AP Science

2017-2018
Instructor: Alejandra Luna


Location: 4400 S. Glasscock Rd.
Phone: 580-5333 ext. 1799


e-mail:  alejandraluna@sharyland.org
Class Schedule: Monday-Friday




1st-Pre Ap Science


5th- Lunch



2nd- Science   



6th- Science




3rd- Pre AP Science


7th- Science 



4th- Conferene



8th- Pre Ap Science 








9th- Pre Ap Science
Course Description

· In 7th grade, the study of science includes conducting field and laboratory investigations using scientific methods, critical-thinking, problem-solving, and using tools such as graduated cylinders and beakers to collect and analyze information to explain a phenomenon.  Students also use computers and technology tools to support scientific investigations.  This course is designed to provide instruction in the areas of Chemistry, Biology, Physics, Ecology, Earth Science, and Astronomy with the use of “Interactive Science” textbook.  Students will be assigned a username and password for the online version of the textbook for home use.
 Pre-AP    In addition to the above, Pre-AP students will be given opportunities to further analyze, explore and question scientific theories.  Students are expected to give presentations, research projects, and write essays and other activities of a higher cognitive level.
Materials Required  

· 1 –5 subject college rule spiral.  (Which must be brought to class everyday)

· As needed, wide ruled filler paper

· #2 lead pencils, Blue or Black pens, and color pencils (Which must be brought to class everyday) 

· Red pen

· Metric Ruler
· Elmer’s Glue (not glue stick)

· Scissors

· Students may have to participate in bringing household materials (for example sugar, baking-soda, milk, oil, coffee, vinegar, ammonia, detergent etc.) to be used in lab activities.
Goals

· To understand and recognize the various disciplines in science: Biology, Chemistry, etc…
· To increase students’ knowledge on how science has built a vast body of changing and increasing knowledge described by physical, mathematical, and conceptual models.
· To recognize that science is a way of learning about the natural world.
· To develop, enhance, and increase students’ scientific writing, listening, speaking and reading skills. 
Objectives 

· Students will participate in projects, class discussions, journal writing, quizzes, demonstrations, experiments, field observations, and exams that are designed to attain a greater knowledge in the various disciplines of science.  These activities are designed for students to demonstrate gained knowledge learned through instruction.
· Students will become knowledgeable on how other disciplines such as Reading, Writing, Mathematics, and History contribute to the different areas in Science.
Assignments

There are weekly section homework assignments.  There will be periodic projects, group projects, presentations, and laboratory experimentations.  Throughout the course students will be writing journal entries in their journals.  All completed and graded work will be kept in the corresponding sections of the students’ journal.

Assessment Criteria   

· Students will complete all assignments before due date.

· Quizzes are given announced or unannounced in an irregular basis when the instructor needs to check the students’ progress.

· Test dates will be announced in class.

· Group work is graded by individual participation on any given assignment.

Evaluation

· Exam/Test & Projects---60%,   Classwork &Homework---20%,   Labwork & Quizzes---20% 
· Grading Scale

(100% - 90% =A)   (89% - 80% =B)   (79% - 75% =C)   (74% - 70%  =D)  (below 70% =F)

· All classwork, homework, quizzes, labs, and test/exams must be completed and a grade of 70 or better must be maintained in order to pass.
· TESTS: ample time will be allowed in class to review for test.  Re-teaching and re-testing is done accordance to District Policy
Students will be permitted to retest (does not apply to PreAp) one time only per test.  The teacher may use an alternative form of the first test.  If the student scores higher than a 70 on the retest, a 70 will be recorded.  For students who retest and score below 70, the grade recorded will be the higher of the two test grades.
All students will be given 3 additional days (2 days for PreAP) to make up LATE MAJOR ASSSIGNMENT (example: projects and presentations)with a progressive grade penalty of 10 points per day (15 points per day for PreAP). 

· Classwork &Homework: Classwork & homework may include any other activity the teacher chooses to label as classwork or homework.  Assignments are due on due date at the beginning of class.  Late work as per District Policy 
Late work will only be accepted within 3 days ( PreAp will not be allowed to submit late minor work) of the assigned due date with a 10 point deduction per day.  NO work will be accepted beyond the 3rd day pass due.  
For example:
original grade


 92



-deduction
           

-10 day 1



grade recorded


82
· Labwork & Quizzes: Quizzes can be given at any time.  Labwork, data information, analysis and conclusions should be completed on time.  Assigned Lab stations should be cleaned on the completion of the lab.  Each student is required to pass the lab safety test prior going to the lab.  A zero may be given for not following the lab safety rules.  
Attendance

Regular attendance is crucial for success.  Students are responsible for all material presented in class, including announcements about course procedures.  Exams, quizzes, and homework often include questions on material presented only in class, so performance on these indirectly reflects attendance. 
Tardiness

Students are tardy when they are not in their seats when the tardy bell rings.  Any student who elects to leave the classroom for any reason takes a tardy for that period.  Tardiness affects class participation and disrupts the classroom atmosphere.

Classroom Expectations   

Students are expected to be Prompt, Prepared, Polite, Productive, and Positive.


Consequences for inappropriate behavior as per School Policy.
I have read the Class Syllabus…..

Print Student Name: ____________________________

Period: _________________

Student Signature: _____________________________

Parent Signature: ______________________________

Date: ______________

